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Required Project Approvals

Imperial County

The following are the primary discretionary approvals required for implementation of the project:

1.

General Plan Amendment. An amendment to the County’s General Plan, Renewable Energy
and Transmission Element is required to implement the proposed project. CUP applications
proposed for specific renewable energy projects not located in the RE Overlay Zone would not
be allowed without an amendment to the RE Overlay Zone. As shown in Figure 2-1, the
northern portion of the project site (APNs 037-140-020 and 037-140-021) is located within the
Geothermal Overlay Zone. However, the entire project site (APNs 037-140-020, 037-140-021,
037-140-022, 037-140-023, and 037-140-006) is located outside of the RE Overlay Zone.
Therefore, the applicant is requesting a General Plan Amendment to include/classify all five
project parcels into the RE Overlay Zone. No change in the underlying General Plan land use
(Agriculture) is proposed.

Zone Change. The project site is currently zoned General Agricultural with a Geothermal
Overlay (A-2-G). The applicant is requesting a Zone Change to include/classify all five project
parcels into the Renewable Energy/Geothermal (REG) Overlay Zone (A-2-REG).

Approval of CUP. Implementation of the project would require the approval of a CUP by the
County to allow for the construction and operation of the proposed solar energy facility with an
integrated battery storage system. The project site is located on five privately-owned legal
parcels zoned General Agricultural with a Geothermal Overlay (A-2-G). With approval of the
zone change, the project site would be zoned General Agricultural with a REG Overlay Zone
(A-2-REG). Pursuant to Title 9, Division 5, Chapter 8, the following uses are permitted in the
A-2 zone subject to approval of a CUP from Imperial County: solar energy electrical generator,
battery storage facility, electrical substations, communication towers, and facilities for the
transmission of electrical energy.

Certification of the EIR. After the required public review for the Draft EIR, the County will
respond to written comments, edit the document, and produce a Final EIR to be certified by
the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors prior to making a decision on approval or
denial of the project.

Subsequent ministerial approvals may include, but are not limited to:

2.7.2

Grading and clearing permits
Building permits
Reclamation plan
Encroachment permits

Transportation permit(s)

Discretionary Actions and Approvals by Other Agencies

Responsible Agencies are those agencies that have discretionary approval over one or more actions
involved with development of the project. Trustee Agencies are state agencies that have discretionary
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approval or jurisdiction by law over natural resources affected by a project. These agencies may
include, but are not limited to the following:

» California RWQCB — Notice of Intent for General Construction Permit

e [CAPCD - Fugitive Dust Control Plan, Rule 801 Compliance

e CDFW (Trustee Agency) — ESA Compliance, Section 1600 Streambed Alteration Agreement
e USFWS - ESA Compliance

e |ID — Water Supply Agreement
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